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1880, they seized hold of one of Aaron Shemrfs friends, hand-
cuffed him, and marched him off to the hut where the former
spy and a party of policemen were living. Then, under a
threat of being shot, the prisoner was ordered to shout out
' Aaron!' The man did so, and Sherrirt, recognising the voice,
came to the door to see what was wanted. Without a word
Byrne drew his pistol and, with unerring aim, shot the man
dead. The bushrangers then called on the police to come out
and * fight like men.' But while the bushrangers were in dark-
ness, the police were in the light of the room, with its ruddy fire
and bright lamp. To have appeared at the door would have
meant instant death, as Sherritt had died. So they kept inside,
and the four outlaws, after emptying their pistols at the hut
without effect, made off into the woods and disappeared.

They were brought to bay not long afterwards at the little
town of Glenrowan, in Northern Victoria, which they had
* stuck up' in their old audacious way. Here they had taken
possession of the Glenrowan Arms, kept by a Mrs. Ann Jones,
and in addition to the hostess, with her family and servants,
these four men had taken prisoners no less than sixty-four
inhabitants of Glenrowan, driving them like sheep to the hotel,
and keeping them in close confinement This done, they pro-
ceeded to tear up the railway-lines and generally to prepare
for a siege. One part of these preparations was certainly of a
unique character. Out of numerous plough-shares some friendly
and ingenious blacksmith had made them complete suits of
armour, calculated, from its solidity, to resist anything less than
cannon-shot. It covered every part of then: bodies except the
lower limbs, and their heads were covered by iron pots, with
slits for the eyes, and breathing-holes. It was afterwards found
that one of these extraordinary suits of iron weighed no less
than 97 pounds!

When news reached the authorities of this new outrage by
the Kelly gang a strong party of police proceeded to the scene
of action with instructions to capture the bushrangers at all
hazard or cost. The hotel was surrounded, and the police fired